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 Essential Question:
What caused Islam to spread so quickly?
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DO NOT LOSE THIS!! 
But seriously, keep it in your binder.
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The Spread of Islam
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Document B

Source: Verses from the Qur'an.

Those who submit to God and accept the true Faith; who are devout, sincere,
patient, humble, charitable, and chaste; who fast and are ever mindful of
God — on these, both men and women, God will bestow forgiveness and rich
recompense [reward]. (33:35)

<. (W)hoever killed a human being, except as punishment for murder or
other villainy..., shall be deemed as having killed all mankind; and ... whoev-
er saved a human life shall be deemed as having saved all mankind.... (5:32)

But the believers who do good works, both men and women, shail enter
Paradise. They shall not suffer the least injustice. (4:124)

Do not devour one another’s property by unjust means, nor bribe the judges
with it in order that you may wrongfully and knowingly usurp [take] other
peaple’s possessions.... (2:188)

Permission to take up arms is hereby given fo those who are attacked, be-
cause they have been wronged. God has power to grant them victory. (22:39)
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Source: Karen Amstrong, Islam: A Short History, Random Houss, 2000.

For centurics.... Arabs had [added to] their inadequate resources by means of
the ghazn [raids against other tribes], but Islam had put a stop to this because the
ummah [Muslim community] was not permitted to attack one another. What would
teplace the ghazu, which had enabled Muslims to scratch out a meager liveli-
hood?... The obvious answer was a series of ghazu raids against the non-Muslim
communitics in the neighboring countrios. The unity of the ummah would be pre-
served by an outwardly directed offensive [attack].

There was nothing religious about these campaigas. ... The objective ... was
plunder and a common aetivity that would preserve the unity of the ummah, For
centuties the Arabs had tried to raid the richer settled lands beyond the [Arabian]
pentnsula: the difference was that this time they encountered a power vacuum.
Persia and Byzantium had both been engaged for decades in a long ... series of wars
with one another. Both were exhausted.
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Source: Abu al-Hasan AkMavard, The Ordinances of the Government, circa 976 GE.

Nole: In 632, following the death of Muhammad, the first caliph (a spiritual ruler, sometimes called an imar) was.
solected to lead the Muslim community. Over the nex three centurles, the dulies of the caliph were firmiy
established, with the understanding that the caliph would not delegate these dulies to others. The excerpt
bolow, from a book of stamic law written by an Arab judge In the 10t century, outlines four of the ten public

dulies of the caliph.
The Ordinances of Government

1. To maintain the religion according o established principles and the consensus
of the first generation of Muslims. If . . . some dubious person deviates from
it, the Imam must clarify the proofs of religion to him, expound that which is
corect, and apply to him the proper rules and penalties so that religion may be
protected from injury and the community safeguarded from error.

2. To execute judgments between litigants [people involved in lawsuits] and to
settle disputes between contestants so that justice may prevail and so that none
commit or suffer injustice.

3. To defend the Jands of Islam and to protect them from intrusion so that people
may eatn their livelihood and travel at will without danger to life or propetty.

4. To enforce the legal penalties for the protection of God’s commandments from.
violation and for the preservation of the rights of his servants from injuty or
destruetion. . . .

6.To wage . . . jihad [holy war] against those who, after having been invited to
accept Tslam, petsist in rejecting it, until they cither become Muslims or enter
the Pact so that God’s trath may prevail over every religion.
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Sources: Desmand Stewart and the Editors of Time-Lilo Books, Great Ages of Man: Early Istam, Time-Life Books, 1967.
Map created from various sources.

By the middle of the sixth century ... Mecca was ... prosperous and important. First, it was at
the crossroads of the lucrative caravan trade. Vast camel trains, bearing spices, perfumes, precious.
metals, ivory and silk, filed through the town, headed north on the way from Yemen ... to the markets
of Syria, and headed east from the Red Sea across the desert to Iraq. Adding to the profits from cara-
vans was a brisk pilgrimage trade, for Mecca was the site of Arabia’s holiest pagan shrine [the Ka'ba].
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