Fall of Rome Handout due 9.11	                                                             MLA:
Instructions: Read the following text and answer the comprehension questions bellow. Annotate the text for reasons why you think the Roman Empire collapsed. [image: ]

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 
	Your Answer 
	Best Evidence to Support Your Claim (write out the quote)

	How many years passed between Rome’s early days as a sleepy little settlement and its invasion in the 5th century CE?
	
	

	 
What was the Pax Romana? 
	







	

	In what way did the form of the Roman government change around the time of Julius Caesar?
	





	

	Beginnning inn the 3rd century, Rome was developing a “soft belly.” What does that mean?
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What Were the Primary Reasons for the “Fall” of Rome?

Rome - the city that would become the cen-
fer of one of the world's greatest empires ~ began
around 750 BCE as an unremarkable seulemen.
During Rome's carly years, the most wealthy
and powerful people of the Meditcrranean world
were the Greeks. However, by 200 BCE, the
Greek cmpire was weakening and Rome was
twming into a giant, spilling over ts borders as it
acquired foreign lands. No longer a sleepy ltle
town, Rome had become a powerhouse.

As with s0 many empires, Rome’s rse to
power came with the thrustof a spear and the
slash of a sword. The enormous Roman army

Controlling this expanded empire meant a larger
‘amy, which in trn meant a need for more food.,
clothing, weapons and supplies. Politial srains
developed at home. Leaders in Rome focused
Jess on debatc and compromise and more on
force 10 get their way. Having cxisted for cen-
taries a5 a republic, Rome eventually became
more like a dietatorship.

As Rome drified through the 3rd century,
survived the 4th, and staggered into the 5th, one
‘seneral problem was apparent - lfc at the op.
was eting soft. Upper-class Romans were los-
ing theiredge. When a country i on the make,

conquered teritory
from modern-day.
Scotland 10 Spain,
gained control of the
whole Mediterrancan
Sea, and established
colonies in North
Africa, Egypt, the
Middic Eastand
Asia Minor. By the
‘year 44 BCE, when
Julius Caesar

1 when energy and
1| hope are high tead-
| ers and thir peopte
| e more wiling 1o
p) work hard and to
sacrifice. When the.
‘oul appears to have
been reached, it is
easy 1o getlazy. The
evidence for this was
alove of luxury, a
decline in the quality

N

;M\t

became Rome’s virual
emperor, there were no
major rivls left (0 defeat,
‘Caesar used his hero status — along with
bribery. beatings and even assassination ~ (o
ain political power. Over the next two decades,
Rome shifed from being a republic, wih ele-
ments of democtati contrl, o an empire with
powerin the hands an emperor and the military.
Rome's first two centuries 15 an empire were.
years o relutive stabiliy,increasing power, and
ereat imperial wealth, 1t was a time known as
the Pax Romana, the ime of Roman peace.
Rome was clearly top dog in the western warld,

Tho Roman Enpisat 1 hoght.

of litrature, even a
decision by upper-
elass Romans 10 have fewer children because
child-raising was a bother.

But there was more to Rome’s decline than
developing  soft belly. By the Sih century C
when the city was sacked by outside invaders,
Rome had been badly weakened by a number
of problems. Parts of the empire would survive,
particularly in Constantinople and the East, but
the old heart o the empire — laly and the West —
was shatered.

Your task s to examine the documents in this
Miniu0) and decide s





