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“Fall” of Rome DBQ Packet
Keep this in your binder at all times and do not lose it!!
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Essential Question: 
What was the primary cause for the Fall of Rome?
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	Assassination:
	
The act of murdering an important person for political or religious reasons

	Reason for the Fall of Rome:
	


	Category:
	








DOCUMENT B
[image: ]

	Negligence:
	Failure to take proper care of someone or something


	Infantry:
	Soldiers marching or fighting on foot


	Exempted:
	Free or excused from an obligation 


	Reason for the Fall of Rome:
	



	Category:
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	Reason for the Fall of Rome:
	



	Category:
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	Savagery:
	The quality of being fierce or cruel


	Pillage:
	Rob using violence (especially during wartime)


	Reason for the Fall of Rome:
	


	Category:
	






DOCUMENT E
[image: ]


	Injustice:
	Lack of justice or fairness


	Reason for the Fall of Rome:
	




	Category:
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xcerpts about an Asian trbe called the Huns from Roman History by the Roman historian
Ammianus Marcelinus, ¢. 380 CE.

The Huns exceed any definition of savagery. They have compact, sturdy limbs and
thick necks.... Although they have the shape ... of human beings, they arc so wild
in their way of life that they have no need of fire or pleasant tasting foods, but eat
the roots of uncultivated plants and the half-raw fiesh of all sorts of animals. This
they place between their thighs and the backs of their horses and so warm it a little
Huns are never sheltered by buildings, but ... roam freely in the mountains
and woods, learning from their carliest childhood to endure freezing cold, hunger
and thirst.... Huns are not well adapted 10 battle on foot, but are almost ghued to
their horses, which are certainly hardy, but also ugly. .. Like refugees — all without
permancnt settlements, homes, law, or a fixed way of lfe — they are always on the
move with their wagons, in which they leave.... Like unthinking animals, they are
completely ignorant of the difference between right and wrong. Fired with an over-
whelming desire for seizing the property of others, these swift-moving and ungov-
emable people make their destructive way amid the pillage and slaughter of those
who live around them.
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‘Source: An excerpt of a istorical text wrten by Priscus, Roman ambassador o the Huns, 449 GE.

Note: Prscus i reportng a conversation he had with a former Foman citzen whose land had been conquered by the Hurs.

[He] .. considered his new life ... better than his old life among the Romans, and
the reasons he gave were as follows: ... The condition of [Roman] subjects in time
of peace [is worse than war] ... taxes are very severe, and unprincipled men inflict
injuries on others ... A [wealthy lawbreaker] .. is not punished for his injustice,
while a poor man ... undergoes the legal penalty ... The climax of misery is to
have to pay in order to obtain justice. .. [He said] that the laws and constitution of
the Romans were fair, but deplored tht the governors, not possessing the spirit of
former generations, were ruining the state.
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Roman Emperors, 235-285 CE

Emperor Reign Cause of Death
Maximinus 23538 CE Assassination
Gordian 1 & 1l (co-rulers) 238 Suicide: killed in battle
Balbinus & Pupineus 238 Assassination

Gordian 111 23844 Possible assassination
Philip the Arab 24449 Killed in battle
Decius 24951 Killed in battle
Hostilian Possible plague

Gallus Assassination
Aemilianus Assassination

Valerian & Gallienus

Claudius Gothicus
Quintillus
Aurelian

Tacitus

Florianus

Probus

Canus

Numerian
Carinus

Died as slave of Persians;
assassination

Plague
Assassination or suicide
Assassination

Possible assassination
Assassination
Assassination
Assassination

Possible assassination
Killed in battle
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‘Source: An excerp from the ancient book Concaring Milfary Mattos by the Roman historian Vegetus, . 450 CE.

[Before the year 400 CE] footsoldiers wore breastplates and helmets. But when,
because of negligence and laziness, parade ground drills were abandoned, the
customary armor began to seem heavy since the soldiers rarely ever wore it
Therefore, they first asked the emperor to set aside the breastplates ... and then
the helmets. So our soldiers fought the Goths without any protection for chest
and head and were often beaten by archers. Although there were many disas-
ters, which led to the loss of great cities, no one tried to restore breastplates and
helmets to the infantry. Thus it happens that troops in battle, exposed to wounds
because they have no armor, think about running and not about fighting

Source: Michael Grant, Th Fall of the Roman Empiro: A Reappraisal, Crown Publishing, 1982.

There can be litle doubt that the weaknesses of the late Roman army
were largely due (o the eventual failure ... to enforce regular conscription
[draft of soldiers] ... The exempted categories were... numerous. Hosts of
senators, bureaucrats, and clergymen were entitled to avoid the draft; and
among other groups who escaped were cooks, bakers, and slaves.
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Foreign Invasions of the Roman Empire
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