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Which two geographic features shaped the history or culture of the Arabian Peninsulas? Identify the geographic features and explain. 

															
															
															
															
															
															
															
															
															
															
															
															
															
															

	
	ACE Master (2)
	Getting there (1)
	Below expectations (0)

	A
	Answer is correct and restates/answers the question effectively


	Answer is too simple
	Does not answer question


	
	
	Answer is not in a complete sentence
	Answer is unclear or inaccurate

	
	
	Answer is slightly off
	

	C
	Evidence effectively supports the answer

Does not include extraneous evidence
	Evidence somewhat supports the answer 
	Evidence is absent or does not support the answer

	
	
	Some of the evidence supports the answer
	

	
	
	Some extraneous evidence is included
	

	
	
	Not enough evidence is included
	

	E
	Effectively explains the meaning of the evidence and how it proves the answer
	Explanation only connects to answer
	No explanation present

	
	
	Explanation only connects to evidence
	Explanation is vague

	
	
	Explanation simply repeats evidence and/or explanation
	Explanation is inaccurate

	
	
	Explanation is slightly off
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Ifyou could zoom out a satellite picture of the Arabian Peninsula to see the surrounding
Tand, you would find that it borders on the continents of Afrca, Asia, and Europe.
Satelite imagery also shows that most of the Arabian Peninsula i a brown, dry land
These two geographic facts about the Arabian Peninsula—its location and is dry
climate—have shaped and defined its people and thei history. That history centers on
rade with norther Africa, Asia, and Europe. It also centers on the religion of siam.

The people of the Arabian Peninsula leared how to survive in the desert. They raised
sheep, goats, and camels and leamed to keep moving in search of food and water.
Over time, they also leamed to ear a living through trade. These skills proved valuable

as merchants came to the Arabian Peninsula from surrounding countries, buying and " Sraan

selling. Trade between Afica and Asia passed through the peninsula, as id trade
between Asia and Europe. The Arabian Peninsula became a major trading hub for all
three continents.

Traders carried sik, jewes, cotton, spices, and other goods from one region to another
But more than merchandise passed between merchants and traders. Ideas, knowledge,
and beliefs also passed along trade routes
One belief that spread quickly | ESTSaGDY
was the religion of Isiam, which
began on the Arabian
Peninsula and spread outward.
Islamic traders from the
Arabian Peninsula who
traveled to Persian, Egypt,
Spain, and elsewhere brought
their religion vith them. The.
followers of Isiam also won
people o their religion through war and conquest. The map below shows the extent o Isamic lands by the year 750,

Today, more than a bilion people around the world practice Isiam, and the Middle East, which includes the Arabian Peninsula, is one of the most
important regions in the world. In this unit, you will take a closer look at this region.




